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Welcome to the May issue of The Hoot 

Newsletter.  We are glad you are taking a moment to 
read about all the happenings at St. Francis. 

 
Inside you will find articles, announcements, 

calendar of events and other pertinent information.  The 
Hoot is published regularly by St. Francis of Assisi 
Episcopal Church in order to keep members and other 
interested parties informed about church activities.   

 
The due date for the next issue of The Hoot is 

May 24th covering the summer months.   If youõd like to 
contribute an article or other information, please email 
the church office at sfaec@comcast.net, drop us a note 
in the mail or give us a call. 
 

Thank you and God bless you! 
 

 

 

 

  

 

òMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and 

peace in beli eving, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.ó 
 

      Romans 15:13  

mailto:sfaec@comcast.net
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Dreaming New Dreams 

At our Vestry Retreat in January, we, as leaders of St. Francis, 
focused on growing and living into our particular calling to be a 
parish in our Lordõs service.  We centered upon a prayer in which 
we asked God to empower us to òdream new dreams and know 
courage unboundingó.  This prayer remains at the center of our 
parish prayer life. 

Interestingly, as we have prayed that prayer, new doors and 
opportunities have opened, while at the same time, renewed 
energy has emerged in other aspects of our life as a parish.  It is 
stunning to see how, when we open ourselves to possibilities, the 
Holy Spirit will move. 

In late February, with no previous connection or prompting, we 
received an e-mail from The Ladies of Lee requesting to sing at 
one of our Sunday services.  For those of you who were present 
on Sunday, April 25, you were blessed to participate in a powerful 
worship experience as their voices wove amongst us and soared to 
heavenõs heights, and we praised our Lord with beautiful music.  
They, in turn, enjoyed sharing with a congregation who is well 
versed in and delights in singing Godõs praises, thanks to the 
strong musical leadership with which we have been blessed. 

Just this past Monday, a parishioner from St. Paulõs Episcopal 
Church, who lives in our neighborhood, knocked on the church 
door offering to teach complementary Yoga classes for the month 
of May and the early part of June.  As a result of this proposal, we 
will offer complementary Yoga classes every Thursday night at 
6:00 p.m. starting May 6 and going through June 10. 

Our Wednesday night Bible Study group has embraced people 
both within the congregation and from the community as we 
gather for study and fellowship that includes dinner each 
Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m.  All continue to be welcome to join. 

Message from our Rector 
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Through our outreach projects, we continue to serve others in our 
community and in the world.  Our every third Sunday feeding  
ministry and our Walk in Love Shoe projects enabled others in 
our community to join with us in caring for our neighbors in 
need.  Then this past month, Habitat for Humanity invited us to 
provide a new Bible for each new homeowner family as they move 
into their new home.  The Vestry responded with enthusiasm at 
this opportunity. 

At the beginning of June, several members of this parish will join 
with our youth on St. Francis first mission trip.  The time planned 
in New Orleans promises to be filled with hard work, but also 
community and spiritual formation.  Among the planned activities 
is a Wednesday evening Eucharist at St. Annaõs Episcopal Church 
in the Ninth Ward followed by dinner and jazz music in the 
parish hall.  There is still space available if you are interested in 
joining this opportunity to serve and grow together. 

Our Childrenõs Group continues to grow and form as a 
community thanks to strong leadership within our parish.  The 
Lock-in planned for May 7 - 8 has already stirred much 
excitement.  Several of our younger members are looking forward 
to the training they will receive to help lead in worship as 
crucifers and servers that weekend. 

Of course there are so many other exciting events that offer 
fellowship both in the parish and to the larger community.  In the 
weeks ahead, please invite others and join us at the Lookouts 
Game on May 10, at the Wine Tasting on May 21, and at the 
much anticipated Annual Barbeque on June 5 ð 6. 

St. Francis is entering the warmer months filled with energy and 
power inspired by the Holy Spirit.  We will celebrate the 
anniversary of the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the 
worldwide church at Pentecost on Sunday, May 23.  Join us in 
this celebration and join in celebrating the work of the Holy Spirit 
in our midst.  Let us continue to dream new dreams and know 
courage unbounding through the power of the one through whom 
all things are possible! 

       Peace and blessing, 

Lou 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOW THATôS A LOW PRICE! Screams the pitchman in the 

latest annoying commercial that sends me scrambling for the 

remote to either mute or change the channel.  However, I 

sometimes feel a kinship to the actor when some word, phrase 

or idea intrudes into my thoughts and I want to scream WOW 

(fill in the blank).  I had one of the moments recently and the 

revelation strikes me as especially appropriate as we move 

from Easter to Pentecost. 

Here it was the Saturday of Holy Week and we just sat down 

to hear the first of nine readings that I have heard many times 

before.  The choir was going to sing four anthems that night, 

so most of my attention, I hate to say, was focused on 

preparing to sing.  Jim Morgan was reading the creation story 

from Genesis and as he came to the sixth day, I came out of 

my fog and heard these words: 

 Let Us make man in Our imageé 

Did I really hear that: Us and Our: plural words for God?  

This struck me so hard that I felt I stumbled through the rest 

of the service.  On Monday after Easter, this thought was still 

buzzing around my head and I made some pretense to stop by 

the church so I could ask Lou about it.  And she confirmed 

what I had heard and in fact told me the original Hebrew 

words had been plural and possessive.  WOW, what is a 

monotheistic (sorry, big word for meaning one God) religion 

doing using plural and possessive words when referring to 

God?   

 

From the  
  Senior Warden  
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Time and again I have learned that words, phrases and names 

were chosen very carefully and that a mistake of a pronoun (I 

guess I was paying attention in English class oh so many 

years ago) is highly unlikely.   

It was often during translation that pronouns got changed to 

better fit into the translated language or to fit the translatorôs 

theology.  Could this plural language possibly have been a 

foreshadowing of the Trinity?  Is this what the council of 

Nicaea was thinking when they put into the creed? 

     of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 

     were made. 

 

And then later on says: 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 

I will leave these questions for you to ponder.  This article has 

taken off in a totally different direction than I intended so I 

will stop here.  I do hope and pray that each of you will have 

your own WOW moments many times over the course of 

your life and please share them with me and each other and I 

promise you I will not reach for the remote to mute you or 

change the channel. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

John R. Rouser 

Sr. Warden 
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Walk in Love Shoe Collection Update 
 

 

Our car runneth over!  The Walk 

in Love Shoe Drive was a great 

success this Lenten Season.  The 

many shoes and socks collected 

by St. Francis were blessed on 

Maundy Thursday and presented 

to Br. Ron Fender at the service 

on April 1
st
, 2010.  Thanks to all 

who contributed to this wonderful 

outreach project!   
 

 
 
I would like to extend a resounding THANK YOU to everyone 
who participated in the Workdays in Lent.  We got a lot done and had 
great fun doing it. Pilgrims' Way and the grounds at St. Francis have 
been transformed. 
 
Special thanks go out to Mike Bowland for pressure washing the 
walk.  A special thanks to Dentzel Landstreet for painting the tables 
and chairs on the patio. And, of course, to Linda Sneary for heading 
up the Rabbitat project. 

 
Over the summer we will be looking at projects for 
the near future. If you have any suggestions, please 
let me know.  High on the list are extensive 
plantings to support wildlife, including a butterfly 
and hummingbird garden. We hope to begin this fall. 

 
We are also looking at plans to design and build a Labyrinth. Some of 
us attended a class together on Labyrinths earlier this year and are 
eager to get started. Is anyone else interested in participating?  Just 
let me know.   

Linda Swift 

  

The Rev. Lou Parsons and John, Rouser, Sr. 

Warden, preparing to deliver the shoes.   
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Welcome to the family,  

Allison Elizabeth Bramblett! 
 

  

Just days prior to Allisonôs arrival, the women of St. Francis 

hosted a baby shower for parents, Wanda & Jeremy Bramblett.  

Congratulations & blessings to the entire Bramblett Family! 
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Childrenõs Christian Formation 

 
There will be a Lock- In   Friday 

evening, May 7 th  through Saturday 

May 8 th  up at All Saints House for  

children between 6 and 12 year s of 

age.  A flyer is posted outside the 

kidsõ classroom with all the 

particulars, or feel free to contact 

me, Tracy Raulston, at 260 -3947.   There are several 

activities and lots of fun to be had.  We hope to have a 

packed house and many friends.  Please k eep Gerald Sniff 

and me in your prayers as we pull this all -nighter!!!   

 

We had a GREAT Easter Egg hunt!  My thanks to the 

youth for stuffing and hiding the abundance of eggs we 

had.  All the children, visitors included, had a great time.  

Be sure to che ck out the photos I have posted on the 

bulletin board outside the kids classroom.  As we begin 

our journey through the Easter season, we are learning 

about the Lord's Supper.  We are looking at the story as 

told in three of the Gospels.  So far we have rea d the 

stories in Matthew and Luke.  We made some òspecialó 

cups of our own to use for special occa sions and are 

currently working on a crossword puzzle 

that we hope will be finished and 

published in the next Hoot.  The Lord's 

Supper will take us up through  Pentecost.   
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We will be doing things a  little differently this summer.  

Since many of the children go to summer camp and/or 

sports camps as well as vacations and miss significant 

time and portions of the lessons dur ing the summer 

months, we will be t aking a break after Pentecost . During 

this break, the children will stay  in church for the main 

service.  We wi ll have a table in the back where children 

can pick up activities to take to their seats and do in 

conjunction with the service if they wish.  Th e children, 

including visitors, are always welcome to stay with Ms. 

Pam.   

 

One of the activities during the Lock -In will be learning 

to crucifer, so be on the lookout for their participation in 

the service.  We will pick back up with regularly 

scheduled Christian Formation after the Bishop's visit at 

the beginning of September.  I still plan to continue with 

regularly scheduled events for each of the summer 

months (June, July, and August) that will include some 

great activities like skating, bowling, and a  trip to the 

Chattanooga Zoo.  We have a great bunch of kids and 

want to keep their bond strong as we build them up!   

 

With Love and Laughter,  

 

Tracy Raulston  
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Youth Ministry  

 
Mission Trip to New Orleans  

 

June 7 ð 12, 2010 
 
We will be working with the  Diocese of Louisiana as they 
continue to rebuild from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The 
Diocese has reserved space to house us for this work, we 
just need to provide the volunteers.  

We have space for all our youth and for adults as well.  
Previous work or  building skills are not required as they 
will teach us what we need to know.  For more 
information, please  call t he office 238 -7708 or e-mail Lou 
at rectorsf@comcast.net . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Summer Camp dates are set!   Grace Point offers 
summer camp sessions throughout June and July. Dates, 
cost and other pertinent information can be found by visiting: 

 www.gracepointcamp.org 

mailto:rectorsf@comcast.net
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Join us for 6 free classes led by Linda Woodall, a parishioner at St. 
Paulõs Episcopal Church and our neighbor right here in Ooltewah!  
Please bring your own mat, an empty stomach and wear loose clothing.  
Sign-up in the Narthex or by contacting the office at sfaec@comcast.net 
or 238-7708.     

 

 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
 

 

 
All graduates . . . if you are graduating from high 
school, college or any other post graduate program, 
please let us know by contacting the office at 
sfaec@comcast.net or 238-7708.  Thank you! 

 
 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 

 
 

And, weõve expanded the office hours of our 
Administrative Assistant.  Marie will now be in the 
office from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, Monday thru Friday.    

FREE YOGA CLASSES 
 

May 6th ð June 10th 

 

Thursdays - 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church 

mailto:sfaec@comcast.net
mailto:sfaec@comcast.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

May 2      Training Session for Eucharistic Ministers  
                  after 10:00 Service 
 
May 7-8   Childrenõs Christian Formation ð Lock-in  
                   at All Saints House 
 
May 9       Mothers Day 
 
May 10     Lookouts Game 
 
May 11     Daughters of the King meet at 7:00 p.m. 
 
May 16     Feed the Homeless at 8:30 a.m. Forrest Ave. Methodist 
 
May 21    Wine Tasting Fellowship 7:00 p.m. at All Saints House 
 
May 23    UTO Ingathering 
                 Vestry Meeting following the 10:00 Service 
 
May 24     Next Hoot Deadline for Summer Edition 
 
May 31     Memorial Day ð Office Closed 
 
June 5       Afternoon gathering/preparation for Sundayõs BBQ  
                  at All Saints House 
 
June 6        BBQ following 10:00 Service 
 
June 7-12  Mission Trip to New Orleans 
 
June 20      Fathers Day 
             
 

If you have anything to add to the calendar, please contact the church office. 
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May: 
 

1 ð Margaret McCullough  
Dentzel & Kathy Landstreetõs Anniversary 

2 ð Kathy Landstreet 
3 ð Ed McCoy 
8 ð Al Ceren 

14 ð Doug & Ellen Hammõs Anniversary 
20 ð Chuck Nix 

21 ð Brennan Bagli 
23 ð Perry & Sue Scruggõs Anniversary 

26 ð John & Margaret McCulloughõs Anniversary 
28 ð Dustin Sawyer 

 
June: 

 

1 ð Tom & Mary Drakeõs Anniversary 
5 ð Tracey Parkes 

7 ð Curtis & Suzy Baggettõs Anniversary 
8 ð Lola Sniff  

9 ð Betty Chadwick 
10 ð Lou Parsons 
12 ð Ken Harmon 

15 ð Perry Scruggs, Wanda Bramblett 
16 ð Mary-Hannah Daugherty, Ellen Hartsfield  

21 ð Andy Hall  
25 ð John & Gerry Rouserõs Anniversary 
Jim & Cindy Morganõs Anniversary 

27 ð Marie Sugrue 
28 ð Joan Rose 

 
(To add a birthday or anniversary, please notify the church office.) 
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The theme will be Rosé. This w ill  not be a blind 

tasting . . . t hink of it more as Rosé 101 - an 

introduction to Rosés. There are plenty of wine 

glasses at All Saints House, so no need to bring 

your own.  

   

These wines will range from sweet to very dry, so 

bring any hors d' oeuvres that suit  you. Many Rosés 

go well with fruit plates; thatõs one reason they 

are popular in warmer weather. Rosés are popular in Spain and 

Mexico, so Spanish or Mexican dishes would also be good.   In 

addition, I am going to bring a few bottles of a new red wine for 

those who are mostly red wine drinkers.  

   

Please sign up by emailing us at dhamm72@yahoo.com, calling 

779-7437, or by signing the form at Church. Just tell us  how 

many participants you will have. As always, this is part 

fellowship and part outreach, so please feel free  to invite friends 

and neighbors who are interested in trying fine wines.  

 

The deadline to sign up or cancel will be Thursday May 20th at 

noon. Please understand if you do not cancel by this day, y ou 

are responsible for the cost .  Hope to see you there!  

   

 

Doug & Ellen Hamm  

 

Wine Tasting 
 

Friday, May 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

All Saints Parish House 
 

Cost:  $8/person 
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There is no signup - just come on down and meet at the 
ticket window by 6:55 p.m. so we can all buy our tickets at 
the same time and sit together.  We did this about three or 
four times last year and itõs always a good time.  Hope to see 
all of you baseball fans there! 
 

Questions?  Contact  Doug Hamm at 779 -7437  
 

 

 

 

 
Golf for Metropolitan Ministries 
 

Monday, July 12th, 2010  
 

12:00 Shotgun Start  
 

Bear Trace at Harrison Bay  
 

Entry fees are $125/person or $500/team  
 
 

Information and registration forms can be found in the Narthex.  
For more details, contact Al Carrico at (423) 855-6706 or Thomas 
Foster at Metropolitan Ministries at (423) 624-9654 

 
 

A charity golf event benefitting  
those in need in the Chattanooga area 

www.metropolitanministries.org 

Letõs play ball! 
 

Monday, May 10 th , 7:15 p.m.  
Lookouts vs. Mississippi Braves  
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For whatever it might be worth, I have been playing the organ in church 

since 1957.  During these few years, a number of funny things have 

happened.  Among my favorite true happenings are: 

 

At my first church, I was given a loose-leaf, organist's edition of the 

hymnal.  I dutifully took out all of the pages required for the first 

Sunday's service.  It was August; the church was not air conditioned.  

(Remember: it was 1957.)  During the introduction to the opening hymn, 

the breeze caught my loose page and the minister rescued it as it sailed 

by in front of him.  Fortunately, I knew the hymn well enough that said 

introductory verse did not fail while the score was being returned to me.  

After that service, I reassembled the loose-leaf hymnal and filed it away 

into the organ bench where I suppose it still might be. 

 

At the first wedding I played at the same church, the flower person 

insisted on putting a large arrangement on top of the organ console.  

Mid-way through the service, I reached up and parted the leaves to see 

what was going on only to be stung by a bee that was servicing the 

flowers.  This resulted in the immediate cancellation of the remaining 

wedding music as I fled to tend to my wounded hand.  To this day, I 

absolutely do not permit flower arrangements on the organ console.  Not 

now; not later; not never! 

 

Weddings and funerals can be trying times for organists.  I remember a 

wedding at another church where I dutifully began the prenuptial music 

20 minutes before the service.  At 45 minutes past the announced hour of 

the service, the signal was finally given to begin the wedding procession.  

By that time, I had long since run out of music planned for the service 

and was playing hymns and had even gone through a verse of "The Star 

Spangled Banner" (very slowly so that it could not be identified...).  

When I asked what had happened, I was curtly informed that "Grandma 

was late, and we decided to wait on her."  I suppose that all of the ushers 

had been struck dumb by this problem so that none of them could come 

and tell me what was going on..... 

   
Notes from the Music Desk of Yore 
     
   By Bill Barger 
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It can also be dangerous to be a pipe organ builder who plays the 

instrument.  Some years ago, we did several days' work on the organ at 

Rose Mortuary in Knoxville.  When the repairs were complete, I was 

sitting at the console in my dirty work clothes playing the instrument 

when Mr. Rose himself came in and anxiously inquired if it was fixed 

yet.  I allowed as how we were finished and he asked if I could play for a 

"big service" that was to begin in about half an hour.  Since the organ 

console was hidden away in a corner, nobody could see my dirty clothes 

and I agreed to play.  It was a typical funeral parlor service--just hymns.  

An "organ special" was scheduled after the sermon before the final 

prayers.  I decided that this might be an appropriate time to play the 

chimes in the organ.  At the sound of the bells, all of the doors opened 

and all of the mortuary staff came in to usher everyone out.  After a 

moment's embarrassment, they realized that the service was not yet over.  

You see, the organist playing the chimes was their signal that the service 

was over.  After everyone had left after the service, I went into the break 

room and said something like, "Guys, if you're going to have me play on 

the team, you've got to tell me the rules!"  Who says the organist can't 

stop a funeral early? 

 

Speaking of stopping things, I was organist at an Assembly of God 

Church for several years.  Our regular pianist played with the organ 

every Sunday; he was really good.  However, we had visiting pianists on 

occasion.  Some of these people didn't play very well, and I learned that 

the ones who couldn't play very well also couldn't play the hymns in 

sharp keys--they could only play in flat keys.  Since I was the music 

director as well as the organist, the hymns on these occasions were 

always taken in sharp keys, thus solving the problem. 

 

While I was away at college, there came that fateful Sunday when the 

church secretary had left the bulletin for the following Sunday on the 

organ console for me to review.  I did not notice the date and began the 

service with the introduction to the wrong hymn.  I wondered why no 

one was singing.  After a couple of verses, the choir director brought me 

a hymnal open to the correct hymn and a this-Sunday's bulletin.  Oops! 

 

 
 

 

 


