OT he
Newsletter
April 2010

“: oF/ind the [ ost;
Cel ebrate Godos

h
’S? Francis

of Assisi Episcopal Church




St. Francis of Assis
Episcopal Chur

7555 OoltewalGe or get own
Church Phone: (423) 238/08; Church Fax: (423) 23872

Road

Church Email: sfaec@comcast.net
E-mail for the Rectorrectorsf@comcast.net
Church Websitewww.sfaec.org

Dz Ool t e

The Rt. Rev. Charles G. vonRosenberg, Bishop of East Tennessee
The Rev. Louisa RaonsRectori (423) 2387708

William Barger, Organist & Music Directar (423) 8942309

Stacy Hall, Youth Director (423) 8022862

Tracy

Raul st on, i (42R)i838@D44e n 6 s

Shelia Crané Treasurer (423) 296667
Marie Sugrue, Admin. Asst. (423) 2387708

VESTRY
Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Mike Bowland Pat Allen Bill Barger
(423) 238-9365 (706) 965-7734 (423) 309-2662
Building Pastoral Care Worship
Dexter Cantelou Jim Morgan Andy Hall
(423) 344-2893 (423) 344-8036 (423) 344-5053
Junior Warden & Evangelism & Outreach
Stewardship Community Relations
Tracy Raulston Kathy Landstreet Doug Hamm

(423) 344-6332
Christian Formation

(706) 965-2497
Parish Life

(423) 779-7437
Small Groups &
Special Events

John Rouser
(423) 238-9272
Senior Warden &
Stewardship

Kevin Sneary
(423) 892-7211
Hospitality

Linda Swift
(423) 478-2407
Grounds

Mi


mailto:sfaec@comcast.net
mailto:rectorsf@comcast.net
http://www.sfaec.org/

Welcome to the April issue of 7he Hoot
Newsletter. Spring has arrived and the Easter season i
upon us. What a beautiful time of the year!

We hope you enjoy the many articles within as wel
as several announcements, calendar of events and otf
happenings here at St. Francis.

The Hoot is published regularly by St. Francis of
Assisi Episcopal Church in order to keep members an
other interestd parties informed about church activities.
The due date for the next issueToe Hoot is April 19",

I f youdd | i ke t ootherioformationb u t
please email the church officesfaec@comcaséthdrop
us a noteén the mail or give us a call.

Thankyouand God bless you!

O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a
joyful noise to the rock of our salvation !

Psalm 95.1
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Message from our Rec

oYour p a s taod yaur churehesdveuldsbe lost
without you. Without you there is no community. Without you
0 J e is ane@pty word rattling about in the corridors of history.
Without you the church is a lifeless shell. The measure of the
church's success is directly a¢¢d to how you, the lay members
of your community, love one another and live out your faith in
your daily lives. 0

These powerful words by Wesley J. Wildman and Stephen
Chapin Garner met me Maday morning when | opened my
email. The truth of these wordsang through virtual space, onto
my desk, and into this newsletter.

These first six months with you at St. Francis have proven
how true these words are. The community of St. Francis of
Assisi Episcopal Church demonstrates day in and day out that
faith is dive in these corridors. Also, faith continues to be lived
out daily as you show your love to one another and to those in
the | arger community. True t
understand that the one another we love are not only our human
neighbors.

Our Narthex remains a gathering space not just for us as
we draw together to meet or worship, but also for our treasures,
which we bring to share with our neighbors. From knitted hats,
to groceries, to baskets and jugs of coins and bills, and now to
shoesand socks for our Walk in Love project, this space serves as
a weekly reminder of the care and concern for our neighbors in
our hearts.



The meals we share from coffee hour to yearly events like
the Pancake Supper and Easter Breakfast, to seasonal gfferin
such as the Lenten Soup Suppers, and on to the monthly feeding
of the homeless down at Forrest Avenue speaks to our living into
Euchari st. I n these times as W
presence with one another and with our community.

Caring for our portion of the good earth God created and
with the hard work of many hands, we have new carpet, freshly
prepared gardens and walking paths, and abdrab a t . St .
Market has reopened with hostas for others to take and plant.
Look for more bourty to be shared in the months ahead.

Our worship life depends on the offerings of many from
greeters and ushers, to vergers and crucifers, to readers and
leaders of prayers, to servers and chalice bearers, to musicians,
and to the members of the Altar Gul Our children lead us in
procession as we enter and leave worship, and we do well to
follow them.

That first Easter morning Jesus, freshly raised from the
dead, appeared to Mary Magdalene and told her to go tell the
others what she had seen. As she, dithers withessed and knew
the risen Lord.

Now two thousand years later as we once again celebrate
the Lord of Loveds triumph ov
others about what we know and experienéelLove lives. As
al ways, true t oexamplerwe gnaw weonmust:s a
OPreach the Gospel at al |l tim
words. o

Peace and blessings,
Lou



From the
Senior Warden

oOHol ding on to anger is |like
intent of throwing it at someone else; you are the one who
gets burned.” -- Siddhartha Buddha

My oldest son Jacob told me this nugget after a
particularly painful loss by my beloved Minnesota
Vikings. Here | was fuming about the house being mad
at my wife, children and dog all over a ball game that |

had no control over. | thought of this saying often over

the following months as different things angered me.

As Lent approached and | was wondering what | should
give up, as is the normal practice, it occurred to me that
| should give up anger. Not the righteous anger to
injustice, mind you, but that stupid everyday anger.
What | am talking about is that anger that occurs when
someone cuts me off in traffic and | give them the one
finger salute. Or, when someone in front of me in the
grocery store line does not have their checkbook ready
or they are searching for change and this delays me
from my all important tasks. Or, the anger at myself
when | am unable to perform a task such as plumbing or
carpentry. The good lord gave me a lot of talent, but
being a handyman is not one of them. Why should
these everyday occurrences cause my blood pressure to
rise and hateful thoughts enter my mind? After all,

every one of these are people being human.
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After coming to this realization, | had my Lenten
practice: | would give up anger. Let me tell you, this
has not been easy. In fact, this has been the hardest
thing | have tried to give up. After 50 plus years of self
importance, the anger habit was deeply ingrained.

While trying to give up on
anger, | felt | was missing
half the lesson and | could

not put my finger on what it srReFLECTION
was. One night, when B ‘
driving back from Stations

of the Cross it hit me like a ‘

ton bricks. The Yin to the

Yang (anot her one of Jacobd:
anger iI's forgiveness. | snd
Arendt we seeking forgiaudsnes
that separate us from God?s houl dnot we a
others for their human faults? The simplicity of this
thought was staggering. Here | am, as | mentioned
before, a 50 plus year old who has attended church

most of his life and | am finally getting the message.

| truly hope that this article is not coming off overly
preachy or self-righteous, because that is not the intent.
| really felt that | had an epiphany and | decided to write
this article based solely on the need to ask first for your
forgiveness and second foryour help. Quit doing stupid
things so that | get angry. Just kidding! It would not
have been one of my ramblings if | did not try to inject
some humor.

Yours in Christ,

John R. Rouser



Celebrate Easter with us.

Thereds no better
communion with Jesus Christ.
And, of course, no reservations are n

Holy Week 0 Schedule of Services

March 31  6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

April 1 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Foot Washing & Holy Eucharist
Agape Meal to follow

April 2 11:00 a.m. Stations of the Cross
12:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy

6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy

April 3 7:00 p.m. Holy Saturday Service of Lessons
& Compline
April 4 6:30 a.m. Great Vigil of Easter

Breakfast follows
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Easter Egddunt follows

No 8:00 service, Christian Formation or
Adult Forum.

. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church
7555 Ooltewsdeorgetown Rd., Ooltewah, TN 37363
(423) 238708 sfaec@comcast.metw.sfaec.org
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Please join us for a
casual breakfdstlowing the
6:30 a.m. Easter Vigil Service

And, donodot for gaeftertheur
10:00 a.m. Service!

Come one, comedadiveryonerelcome!

Walk in Love  Shoe Collection

St. Francis continues its annual Lenten outreach, providing as
many pairs of shoes as we can to meet tlelaief our homeless
brothers & sisters. The need is monumental & helps support
BrotherRon Fender at the Community Kitchen who ministers to
the homeless, especially their feet.

We are nowaccepting donations dew or Nearly NewMe n & s
Walking Shoes larger sizes are much nedtedne n 6 s Wall
ShoesNew Socks &other foot care productd.hese items will be
blessed & presented to BRon on Maundy Thursday, Aprif'l

There is a collection bin located at the main entrance of the churct
For more information, plea®8aI08 or emsfthec@comcast.net
9
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The Bishop Search Committee

Invites Youl

Focus Group Listening M eeting
for the South East area

Sunday April 11 ™, 6:30 - 8:00 pm
St. Paul ds Episcopal

305 West 7" Street
Chattanooga, TN

Performing at
e4 St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Churc
Qg{w Sunday, April 258"
during the 10:00 a.m. Service

Ladies of Lee is a traveling w
Cleveland, TN. Ladies is made up of 30 women from all over th
country thathave come together to spread the message of the sav
grace and love of Jesus Christ through the joy of music.

The first Lee University ladies choir was formed in 1965 by Mary
Morris. In 1967, Roosevelt Miller began his 20 years of conducting
makingLadies of Lee an international touring ensemble. Based o
the vision of its founders, Ladies seeksnister through singing
andservice.

10
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Training for Worship Leaders
& Eucharistic Ministers

Our worship each week involves multiple faithful ministefou
Lordbés words and sacraments wh
for Worship Leaders and Eucharistic Ministers. Worship Leaders
are those people trained in leading various liturgies in the Book of
Common Prayer and Book of Occasional Servicesrttaat be led

by lay ministers. The role of Eucharistic Minister includes bearing
the chalice and paten for Holy Communion.

These training sessions are an excellent timée&rn more and
exchange ideas and we welcome all who are interested. Our next
training sessions are listed below:

Worship Leaders
Sunday April 25, after 10:00 a.m. Eucharist

Eucharistic Ministers
Sunday, May 2after 10:00 a.m. Eucharist

Also, on SundayMar ch 21, 12 members of
parish met to talk about their roles as Eucharistic Ministers
During our discussions, several people made suggestions for
everyonebs comfort a s Theréfarey ve r e
will now have hand satizers for all ministers who administer the
bread and wine to use during the table preparation.

Also, if you want to practice intinctiofdipping the bread in the
wine, rather than drinking the win@)ease leave the bread in your
extended palm. Thehalice bearer wilthentake the breadrom
your palm, dip it, anglace it on your tongue. Please do not dip
the bread yourself, but allow the chalice bearer to do this.

11



v Notes from the Music Des}
(\V By Bill Barger

Worship: Our Common Bond

From the beginning of the Anglican Communion when King
Henry broke the English Church from allegiance to the Bishop of
Rome, we Anglicans/Episcopalians have been all about worship.
With the Elizabethan Compromise in which form the church has
continued sine Elizabeth's time, we are neither Roman Catholic or
Protestant; rather, we are both. We have no dogmas or doctrines
other than the liturgies imThe Book of Common Prayevhich
define our ideas about both God and how we are to worship God
when we gatheon Sundays.

Today, The Episcopal Church in America continues to be a church
where our primary emphasis is on worship. While leaders in some
of the most protesting denominations have come to treat worship
as a "seemingly necessary nuisance" (may Godthelp-and us,
too!), we continue to consider very carefully the words we say in
our liturgies. Our worship services define who we are and what
we think about God as well as how we pray when we are together.
("Common prayer" means "together prayer.")

When we consider the rubric in the prayer book which declares
that anything we say in worship may be sung, music is also a very
important part of our worship. Moreover, music to us is "common
music" just as our prayers are "common prayers." Our music in
worship binds us together in the same way that our common
prayers bind us together. This is why our emphasis on music at St.
Francis is on the music of the whole congregation and not on
special groups such as the choir. Since the definition of a liturgy is
a "work of the people,” our music which we share should, by
definition, also be a work of the people.

12
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Taking these ideas from definitions into practice, I, as music
director, try to make music in our services the sort of music which
encourages everyorte participate. As music director, | am proud
of the way our congregation sings the hymns, chants the psalms,
and sings the other parts of the service which we sing from time to
time. Would that we will always sing like a bunch of Protestants
in a tent evival and chant like a bunch of Catholics singing the
Mass! This is our heritage; nothing less is truly common. As
organist, pianist, and carillonneur, | also appreciate the way the
congregation listens to musiges, that is also a way to participate
-whether played by me or sung by the choir.

Like the (in)famous picture of Uncle Sam pointing his finger, "We
want you." Please do be encouraged to sing the hymns, service
music, psalms, etc. Remember that the psalmist encouraged
worshipers to make @yful noise-being an expert musician is not

a prerequisite.

If you have any questions about our music, | will be glad to answer
them on a personal basis any time. If you have favorite hymns, tell
me and | will incorporate them into our services. duydo not
understand some of the chant forms or other service music, ask me
and | will be glad to tell you how they work so you can make these
part of your own worship experience. Remember: the chants and
other forms we use were invented to make thiragsy ¢o sing, not
difficult. May all of us do all we can to make our music glorious
to God and uplifting to the gathered community.

13



CONCERT BENEFITTING

METROPOLITAN
MINISTRY

W ith Atlanta  -based C.C.BOOKER llI

led by Will Scruggs
(Son of our very own, Perry Scruggs!)

Featuring the soul -jazz music of
Ray Charles, King Curtis & Booker T

Wednesday, April 28 th
Setsat7 00 &9 :00 PM
$10 for one set/$15 for both

LINDSAY STREET HALL
(corner of Lindsay St/MLK Blvd)

All ages welcome!

Refreshments Available
Listening or Dancing Expected

for more information:
revperry@hotmail.com or (423) 658 -5587

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO
METROPOLITAN MINISTRY & HUMAN NEEDS FUND

14
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THE VIERY

= HUNGRY
e CATERPILILAR
= by Eric \rlr.

Join the women of St. Francis
for a bring -a-book
Baby Shower honoring

Wanda Bramblett

Sunday, April 11 ', 4:00 p.m.
All Saints House

Please bring your favorite
childhood book for baby Allison

Wanda is registered at RSVP to Stacy
Babies R Us, WalMart & Target 802-2862

Velveteen
Rabbit




Childrends Christian Fo

Wel | I tds been a wonder f ul t
last few weeks we have been studying Paul on his journey.

Be sure to check out the mountainous path Paul took
hanging in the hallway. We have come to a good stopping

point and will be looking at the Last Supper for the next
several weeks. This ties into Holy
Week and is a good way for the
children to understand symbolism.
We hope to be making some bread (or
Ohost 6) and may evVe
making grape juice (depending on how
brave | get!).

| want to thank ALL the kids who came out to help build

the Rabbi t at . It | o o kbsliev& kot Aard! I
everyone wor ked. | Ove
all you really need to do is give a child

some gloves and they immediately want to

get them dirty. T heyol | do j u:
anything you ask if they get to use gloves

and just maybe use some kind of big tool!

Those kids not only worked hard, but they

had fun doing it. As luck would have it, we did have a

rabbit run across the very field we were working in . So

we hope to have a resident there soon!
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There was a camera in use during our ground work and
you will find a couple of photos on page 19. | hope to be
able to show off some of the other pictures soon on our
bulletin board outside the k i do!

Big THANKS go out to Linda Sneary for this great idea,
as wel |l as al |l the hard wor k s
for the next one & whatever it may be!

Finally, | want to put feelers out once again in regards to

apossi bl e o0l ock i nréAll @aints House. Ic hur
would love for the kids to have an overnighter together,

but am currently in need of at least one male chaperone.

| would absolutely welcome an y additional chaperones,

male or female, but | need to have at least one gentleman

to commit to staying the whole time. | am thinking this

would be around the middle or end of May as | want to do

it before school is out and vacations begin.

It should be some well organized chaos (but always lots
of fun)!" Just find me anytime and | would be happy to
talk to anyone interested and/or willing. This is a great
opportunity to get to know our younger set as we have
some newer members. All in all, it will be great fun! You
can catch me at church or you can call me at 260 -3947.

With Love and Laughter,

‘..: ': Tracy
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Who's Afraid of the Easter Bunny

When | was a small child, Easter was a ve
important event at our house. The Easter Bunny, w
his basket full of Easter eggs, was a big part of tl
celebration. Mysisters and | weren't ready for th
more adult themes of our Christian faith, but w
could identify with the Easter Bunny.

As a teenager, | was taught that such things were evil and should be
abandoned; the Christian faith was somehow threatened byalizn
symbol of the natural world. Christianity and its rituals are full of
symbolism, much of which is borrowed or adapted from earlier cultures.
The English word "Easter" is derived from Eastre, the ancient Anglo
Saxon Goddess of Spring. The rabbit gy been a symbol of rebirth

and renewal, of fertility and prosperity. In Buddhism the hare is a
symbol of seHsacrifice.

In the ancient GrecRoman world the hare represented the love that will
conquer death. Early Christians accepted this rabbibsligm and often
depicted rabbits on gravestones. The Easter Bunny is not a new
commercial invention, but a continuation of ancient traditions.

The egg is also an obvious symbol of life reborn. The
expression on the face of a child watching an egg Hatctie

first time is a wonder to behold. Many of us now feel the need
to recapture that childlike wonder of the natural world.

This Spring our children have been involved in building a habitat for
rabbits. We bigger kids are enjoying the project ashmag they are.
My hope is that we will all come away from this with a better
understanding of the importance of protecting and providing for All of
God's creatures, regardless of how "useful” they may seem.

With an adult understanding of archetypal swhs which underlie all
faiths, and with the help of the Natural Spirituality movement within the
Episcopal Church, | am reclaiming the Easter Bunny as a powerful
symbol of my Christian Faith.

Fear not the Easter Bunny!

Linda Swift
18



Saint Francis lookson

. . while the kids were
finishing the Rabbitat on
Sunday March 13th, and a §&%
wild rabbit came across théss*
field headed to the woods. |
was confirmation, indeed, tha 4§
our labor would not be in vain £
All of God's creatures neec
food, water and shelt. We [
are blessed with property tha;
provides all of these things.

Adults worked hard the Saturday before trimming branches and
cleaning up planting areas. They piled the brush beside the area
being prepared for our Saint Francis Rabbitat. Kidskewrhard
the next weekend stripping the
larger branches of limbs dn
piling them on the Rabbitat's
foundation.  Locating the
Rabbitat in the corner of the
open field gives our furry
friends plenty of grass to nibble,
a safe place to retreat to and
water negby.

Watch for upcoming events!

There are plans for other
ways to encourage wildlife as
we carefully pick plants that

attract different birds and

insects, put up bird feeders
and houses and construct a
Toad Abode!

Linda Sneary
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