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Welcome to the new issue of The Hoot
Newsletter! The season of Lent starts February 17%, and
presents a wonderful opportunity for reflection and
growth. St. Francis offers many things to aid us during this
time such as Stations of the Cross, Wednesday Night Bible
Study, Sundays in Lent, to name but a few. Please look
inside for more information or call the church office at
238-7708.

Inside this new issue, you will find articles,
announcements, schedules and other pertinent information
tfor the next couple of months. The Hoot is published
regularly by St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church in order
to keep members and other interested parties informed
about church activities. The due date for the next issue of
The Hoot is March 22, | f you’ d 1 i k
article or other information, please email the church office
at sfaec(@comcast.net or drop us a note in the mail.

Thank you, and God bless youl!

fDear friends, let us love one another, for love comes

from God . . . because God is loved 1 John 4&
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Message from our Rector

Lenten Math

Lent begins with our Ash Wednesday Liturgy, during which
following words are read:

0 Dear P €elbepfitsteChristians Gosedved with great devc
days of our Lordds passion &
Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasti
of Lentdé also prdevdedomor

t herefor e, i n the name of t

(BCP pp. 264

Many people focus on 0givVving
the daily discipline of fasting either from a food or a habit.
abstaining from something, we can be reminded of how mucl
has given us. We remember that all we have areGpfis from

This year we are particularly aware of how much we have :
watch our brothers and sisters in Haiti struggle with so
resources in the midst of a huge disaster. Some will want to se
money that they woul dipldav er s
and use those funds to help our neighbors in need. Episcopa
& Development has once again developed an excellent L
Meditation Guide written by Sister Claire Joy to aid in this refle
process. This year, we will gather thesmseh aside through

Lenten disciplines on Easter Sunday and share them wit
neighbors in need both here and abroad. As always, yo
welcome to specify to what fund you would like you dona
directed.



For year s, St. &rkncnhslLbas ol a
to share soméour bounty with the folks Brother Ron Fender
faithfully serves down at Community Kitchen. As we welc
Brother Ron into our midst on Maundy Thursday, let us have b.
upon baskets of shoes and steks to s

So often we focus on Osubtr a
encourage you to practice so
the additions to consider in Lent include attending dud Btation
Cross liturgy on Wednesday Esdaliogved by Bible Study
during whi Edigivavamd Get Yodr Lifed@aakdn do |
about practicing intentional forgiveness. Another addition |
participate iBaturday mornwgrkdays during which we will care
for the bounty of land and bgg8dwith which St. Francis is
blessed. | am particularly excited by our new Sunday ev
addition of worship, food, and fellowship for Lent. Please ir
your friends and neighbors to join with us in this new venture f
FrancisMost importantlt. Francis has always marked the sea:
of Lent with the addition of Lenten liturgies from Ash Wedne:
through Holy Saturday. Spending intentional time in commt
worship and reflection is life giving in Lent. | hope to see y«
these powerfuuigies of our Church.

From the moment our foreheads are marked with the cross of
on Ash Wednesday through t he

ri send on Easter Sunday, Len
means that we bear on ouhdads the cross placed in our
bapti sm, Let wus truly and f

Christods own for ever 0.

Peace and blessinc
Lou
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From the
Senior Warden

When | was a sophomore in college | was required to take a
foreign language. With a last name like Rouser it is no surprise to
anyone that | chose German. The college | attended used the Dartmouth
method of teaching foreign language. That meant that we had class
every day along with drill daily and once a week lab. | enjoyed the class
and drill but often found myself bored with lab. Lab consisted of putting
on headphones with a microphone and repeating words and phrases.
There were students in the control room that would listen in on your
channel from time to time to make sure that we were doing the assigned
task. Often times when | found myself bored | would sing the start to
David Bowie’s Space Oddity (most people think the title is Space
Odyssey but it’s not). For those of you not familiar with the song it goes
something like this:

Ground Control to Major Tom
Ground Control to Major Tom
Commencingountdowrengines on
(I know | forgot two lines, ask Gerry | have never been good
remembering lyrics)

I would often be reprimanded by the student assistants and told
to get back to the lesson. Like most of you, | was alive and growing up
during the heyday of the Apollo moon missions. | can remember very
vividly watching the TV as the brave astronauts blasted off and the near
constant communication between the engineers and the astronauts.
Instead of Ground Control there was often another term used and that
was Mission Control.

As any of you that have read my past ramblings you know it
takes me a paragraph or two to get around to the point or the word I want
to discuss. Can you guess what it is this time? If you guessed “Mission”
you are correct. During the recent vestry retreat the word mission was
used frequently. We discussed the mission of St. Francis



both the person and our church. We discussed the possibility of a
mission trip and in a roundabout way we discussed our own personal
missions. Lou opened the retreat with a prayer that for me speaks to
mission. The prayer read:

Creating God grant unto us, your beloved children, new life; inflame our
imaginations, enliven our loveMay we dream new dreams, know
courage unbounding and be filled with peace all for the glory of your
name. Amen

Without inflamed imaginations, new dreams and courage
unbounding the Apollo missions would never have occurred. | am now
praying that every member at St. Francis will let their imaginations be
inflamed and dream new dreams. | truly believe that we are
commencing count down and our engines are on as we prepare to blast
off to new and unexplored missions as we remain true to our mission
statement:

Find the lost; Heal the brokenand Ce | ebr at e Godods |

Unlike poor Major Tom in the song, our missions will not just
drift away into space and be forgotten, but rather they will glorify God in
this little piece of earth we call St. Francis of Assisi. The full, slightly
modified lyrics of the first verse to the song are an appropriate sign off:

Ground control to St. Francis
Ground control to Strrancis
Take your protein pills and put yohelmet on
Ground control to Strancis
Commencing countdown, engines on
Check ignition and may Gods love be with you

Yours in Christ,

John R. Rouser
Sr. Warden




Feb. &

Feb.14th
Feb. 16
Feb. 17

Feb. 19

Feb. 23t

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wine Tasting: 7:00 pm at the home of
Joan & Gordon Moore
Val entineds Day
Shrove Tuesday: 6:38:00 pm Pancake Supper
Ash Wednesdaervices at 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm

Walk in Love Shoe Collection begins and goes
through Maundy Thursday

Sing for Hope Concert: 700 pm&tt . Paul &8s
Tickets $25/each benefiting Metropolitan Ministries

Feed the Homeless: 8:30 am at Forrest Ave. Method

Sunday in Lent & Tea at St. Barnabas Apartments
St. Francis is céhosting at 3:00 pm(volunteers needed)

Statiors of the Cross at 6:00 p(Bible Study @ 6:30 pm)
Vestry Meeting following 10:00 service
Sunday in Lent: 5:00 pm Evening Prayer & Fellowship

March 3d
March 6h
March 7h
March 10n
March 13h
March 14h
March 17

March 20h
March 2t

March 24h
March 27h
March 28h

Stations of the Cross at 6:00 piible Study @ 6:30 pm)
St. Francis Workday9:00 to 3:00 (sigtup for shifts)
Sunday in Lent: 5:00 pm Evening Prayer & Fellowship
Stations of the Cross at 6:00 fi8ible Study @ 6:30 pm)
St. Francis Workday 9:00 to 3:00 (sigrp for shifts)
Sunday inLent: 5:00 pm Evening Prayer & Fellowship

St. Patrickods Day
Stations of the Cross at 6:00 piible Study @ 6:30 pm)

St. Francis Workday 9:00 to 3:00 (sigrp for shifts)
Feed the Homeless: 8:30 am at Forrest Ave. \elibt
Vestry Meeting following 10:00 service

Sunday in Lent: 5:00 pm Evening Prayer & Fellowship
Stations of the Cross at 6:00 piible Study @ 6:30 pm)
St. Francis Workday 9:00 to 3:00 (sigrp for shifts)

Palm Sunday: Regular Sund&ervices 8:00 & 10:00 am




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 1st Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm Holy Eucharist
April 2nd Good Friday Liturgy at 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm
April 3rd Holy Saturday Service of Lessons & Compline at 7:00 (

April 4th Easter Day: 6:30 am Great Vigil of Easter
8:30 am Breakfast
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt following 10:00 service

April 18th Feed the Homeless 8:30 am at Forrest Ave. Methodist
Vestry Meeting following the 10:00 service

If you have anything to add to the calendar, please contact the church offig

WEDNESDAYBIBLE STUDY

February 24™ we will begin a new study,
©lLiC |V$gz Forgive & Get Your Life Backy the Reverend

Get Your Doctor Dennis R. Maynard. Books will be
Life ‘Bagk available soon — announcement forthcoming.
P 4 Please join us as we meet every Wednesday, at
6:30 p.m. at All Saints House located on church

property.

% -Mn& ; For more information, call (423) 238-7708.

St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church
7555 Ooltewah-Georgetown Rd., Ooltewah, TN 37363
(423) 238-7708 . sfaec@comcast.net
www.sfaec.org



mailto:sfaec@comcast.net

That’s Grace e

o -

By The Reverend Fred Jesset / W~

|l td6s noisy in the bar. The

close to each other to be heard. The reporter excitedly tells her
about this homeless man he has just accompanied to hear an
orchestra play Beethoven. The homeless man has such talent for
music, and love of music, that the reporter is just blown away by
how deeplythe music affected his friend. It gave the reporter an
oer powering sense that theéelr@ds
never experienced it. I donot
it.o0o The woman says something

She I eans in and says, AGra
He says, AThatoés grace?o0
AYBao she says

I’d already decided to write a column about what grace is, and then
Kris and I watched the movie “The Soloist.” It’s the true story of
Los Angeles Timereporter Steve Lopez and the amazing street
musician Nathaniel Ayers. The scene above is from that movie. It’s
a beautiful story of someone encountering God’s grace in what
might seem an unlikely place.

So with that scene in mind, | did some homework. The Outline of
the Faith in The Book of Common Prayetys, “Grace is God’s
favor towards us, unearned and undeserved ...” I checked my
theological references, where | read a lot of theological language
about grace, and found some disagreement among theologians
through the centuries about when and how grace works, but the
prayer book seems to be right.

| read about types of grace — Prevenient Grace and Habitual or
Sanctifying Grace, and then I found Actual Grace. That’s what I
was looking for, actual grace. Not a theological concept, but the
real thing “on the hoof.” God moving in a person or a situation, to

10



bring about something good. God’s love in action in a particular
person, place and time.

The greatest instance of grace is God’s coming in Jesus
Christ to suffer and die and rise again, and the
sacraments are signs of that grace coming to us. They’re
not, however, the only place grace shows up. Actual
grace comes whenever and to whomever God chooses
to give it. One reference noted: “It may exist in the
unbaptized.”

In “The Soloist” that grace appears beautifully in a

scene in which Ayers beds down to sleep in the street

and says, “I believe these children of God are going to

be okay tonight. They’re going to sleep and dream as

humans do.” He then slowly prays the Lord’s Prayer
while the camera pans over the whole scene of homeless men and
women in the street and in a shelter being fed, finding a safe place
to sleep, interacting with each other helpfully and peacefully
(mostly). It is a scene of grace at work.

Grace is another word for God’s love showing itself in human life.
When we truly let God’s love flow through us to others, there will
be grace. Also we may meet grace unexpectedly when others let
that love move them to action. We don’t know when, where, or
with whom God’s grace will appear next, but we know grace does
happen.

The Rev. Fred Jessett writes a regu
which is featured in several diocesan newspapers. His book Remembering
Grace is now available from Forward Movement. Having served as a priest in
the dioceses of SthuDakota, Montana, Spokane and Olympia, Fred retired in
1997. He started Good Samaritan Episcopal Church in Sammamish, WA, by
going doorto-door to 1240 homes looking for the unchurched, and at his
retirement the parish had 276 baptized members and amageeSunday
attendance of 118. To contact Fredpail to jessett@earthlink.net.

Dexter Cantelou
11



Christmas Poinsettias
Given in Memory and Thanksgiving

Gale Reed & Mike Bowland Our families

Acrline Caliger Family, friends & shipmates
Bill & Pat Allen Our families & friends
Carol Woody Family, friends & church

Anna & Suzanne McKenzie

Bud Elliott
Kevin & Linda Sneary
Margaret McCullough

Joan & Gordon Moore

Joe & Sharleen Rhinock

Becky & Ed McCoy
Maureen Scott

Elaine Peters-Gannon

Ken & Ann Harmon

Greg Love
Jane Diamantis
Jean Crockett

Lucretia Callen
Ellen Hartsfield
Charlie Curle

Gail & Jack Grande
Betty Chadwick
Shelia Crane

The Bagli Family
The Cantelous

Lou & Mark Parsons

In memory of Thomas L. & Thomas P.
McKenzie

In memory of Mary Anna Elliott
In memory of Gene & Phyllis Sneary

Mr. & Mrs. R. L. McCoy; Mr. & Mrs. L.W.
Nichols; Emma Tanner

Joe & Elizabeth Lackey
Family & friends

In thanksgiving for Eddie, Beth, Michael,
Anna, Emma & Abby

For Karen & Tim, and in loving memory of
Tom

In thanksgiving for family & my children; In
memory of my Uncle Cecil Ford & my
parents

In thanksgiving for our children, Ralph &
Nichole

In memory of Jack, Grace & Bill Love
Our family & church family

In thanksgiving for Norma, Betty, Josh,
Ellen, Kenneth & Rebecca

In memory of May & Francis Conti

In memory of Nick

Charlie Ann Curle

In memory of our parents

In thanksgiving for my family

In thanksgiving for my family

In loving memory of friends & family
Our family & church family

In thanksgiving for St. Francis’ staff &
congregation

12



A huge THANK YOU to Daughters of the King and all the women
who lovingly knitted hats for the children of Summit Head Start.

Valerie Bowden Betty Morris
Arline Caliger Carol Morton
Marie Dalton Beverly Payne
Mary Drake Gail Reed

Ellen Hartsfield Sharleen Rhinock
Lenora Lee Carol Woody

An outreach project since 1993, we were able to donate 78 hats
this year to these children!

To all who filled well over 70
Christmas Stockings for the children of

Summit Head Start,
God Bless You!!

And last, but certainly not leastthank you to
everyone who filled t@@&
Bagsbo p r o v-patishablp fowodo for
both Samaritan Center and Summit Head
Start. What a beautiful sight it was to see all
the filled grocery bags and Christmas
stockings collected in the Narthex.

The King wiell you theerpth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you
di d f omatt26d0 0O
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Notes from the Music Desk,
By Bill Barger

New Sounds and an Invitation

We now have the new trumpet stop installed in the organ. These
61 pipes are our ‘brass section” in our small orchestra. This is not
the “Herald Trumpets” which blaze forth to announce the Queen’s
entrance into the Cathedral. Our new trumpet stop is more like a
partially muted trumpet that you might have in a small orchestra.
So, listen for and enjoy the sound of this new stop, but don’t
expect to be blasted out of your seat. This new stop of pipes
completes our organ for the time being. When we build our Nave,
we will need additional pipes or a different instrument for the
larger room.

Now, on to thenvitation. . . Do you know that we have a worship
committee? What’s this, you say, since the worship services,
planning them, and all other associated details are the Rector’s
bailiwick? Even though our new Rector is very skilled at planning
worship, she enjoys having members of the community join in the
planning process. This joint planning process has some really
wonderful things laid out, particularly for Lent. If you would like
to be part of our worship committee, please see me, John Rouser
(Sr. Warden) or our Rector, Lou. You will be welcome to join us.

DI
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Walk in Love
Shoe Collection

February 18 1 April 1, 2010

St. Francis continues its annual Lenten outreach, providing as
many pairs of shoes as we can to meetrbeds of our
homeless brothers and sisters. The need is monumental and
helps support Brother Ron Fender at the Community
Kitchen who ministers to the homeless, especially their feet.

On February 18 wewill begin accepting donations ddew

or Nearly New Mends Wal k largeg siz&€haoeehs |
needégd, Womenos WelvBacke and @hlerdomts
care products These items will be blessed and presembed
Brother Ron on Maundy Thursday, April.1

There will be a bin provided at theoférmwamteirch for donations.
For more information, please call the chirith8at 238

15
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Sundays in Lent

St. Francis is adding a Sunday evening segment especially for
Lent. This addition comes in response to requests expressed in
our Cottage Meetings last fall. Sundays in Lent will include a

shared meal and a chance to learn more about one another and
our Church. Also, we will use an alternative form of worship.

On the First Sunday in Lent, February 21, we will host the St.
Barnabas Tea t o cel ebrate residentsd b
share in fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. St.
Franciso6 first rector, the Revere
for St. Barnabas. Please plan on joining this special ministry
offering. More details about this event may be found in this
edition of The Hoot.

For the next four Sundays in Lent i February 28, March 7,
March 14, and March 21 i the evening schedule will be: 5:00
p.m. Evening Prayer and Fellowship . During Evening
Prayer, we will be using prayers from lona Community in
Scotland. Our time together will include a simple soup supper
and discussions about some of the particularities of the
Episcopal Church. Among the topics for discussion will be:

e Episcopal service music and the use of the Psalms in
worship

e Vestments and hangings used in Episcopal worship

e The Episcopal Catechism

e Special Episcopal vocabulary that uses words such as
Anart hexo and aniowhata are owes eally
saying?!

Some of the most meaningful time in Lent can be found in
Afadditiono of a Lenten routine.
food or habit by Ataking ond thi s
your Lenten practice. | look forward to sharing this time together.

Peace and blessings,
Lou 16
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2010 Kick -Off Sunday, March 7"

St. Francis has seen many changes over the last year! But many
things remain the same. U.T.O. is one of our “constants”
ongoing for over 100 years worldwide and 11 years for us here at
St. Francis.

I encourage you to participate in this mission project of the
Episcopal Church. Blue Boxes will be available in the narthex
along with other information on the United Thank Offering. Say a
daily (or more!) prayer of thanks, drop a coin in the Blue Box, join
your coins with those of thousands of other thankful people, and
help to spread blessings WORLD-WIDE!

Thanks Be to God!
Ellen Hartsfield, Parish UTO Coordinator

United Thank Offering Ingathering: Sunday, May 23, 2010

Episcopal Church Women
The Diocese of East Tennessee

Spring Conferencei April 16 & 17, 2010
DuBose Conference Center d¥lonteagle

Keynote Speaker will be The Rev. Dr. DanieP. Matthews, a
retired rector of Trinity Wall Street in New York City who was
instrumental in helping the area after 9/11.

More information and registration
forthcoming in the next Episcopalian
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